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My brother and sister Elks… 

The Elk Year is winding down… only 2 months to go.  We’ve come a long way 
as a Lodge this year… Our new floor is in, the new bar is almost completely 
done. (Watch for that “christening” celebration!) And we’ve seen a resurgence 
in people coming down to the Lodge “just for fun”. 

Wouldn’t it be great, though, if even more of our friends – of YOUR friends – 
were sharing our fun times?  That can happen, but it’s up to you.  Invite your 
best friends down to the Lodge.  Perhaps they’d love an evening of music and 
dancing? Our Valentines Dance is the place to be!  An evening of laughter and 
“useless knowledge”?  We’ve got Trivia Night (2nd Friday of every month). A 
nice dinner that they don’t have to cook?  Burger Nite on Wednesday, 
February 3rd, or Fish-Frydays (Fridays from Feb 19th thru April 2nd) is the place 
to be.  Just a quiet evening with a chance to meet a few new friends?  Come 
on down any other Thursday or Friday evening – YOUR LODGE is open every 
Thursday and Friday evening for your enjoyment. And while they’re down 
enjoying YOUR LODGE, they can learn a bit about the Elks – what we do to 
serve our community and our country – and perhaps they’d be inclined to 
make it their lodge as well by joining our Order.  But it really does need to 
begin with you. So invite a friend. 

A few other things to look forward to…  It’s the time of year to think about 
joining YOUR LODGE in Wildwood for the Summer Reunion.  We need people 
to march in the parade, but we also need people just to come down and 
share a great time. The convention is Thursday evening, June 3rd through 
Sunday, June 6th. If you can’t come down for the long weekend, maybe you 
can do Friday night thru Sunday… or come down Saturday morning in time 
for the parade. Look inside this newsletter for more details – and let us know 
you’re coming! 

We’ve come a long way… but we’ve still got much ahead of us: much work 
for our community and country, but also much fun.  Please join me for both… 
and remember… it’s YOUR LODGE ! 

Yours in Elkdom,  Bob O’Brien, ER 

MEETING DATES 
 

General Meetings are the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 8pm (unless noted otherwise).  Also, 
Trustees meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month and House and Lodge Activities committees meet the 
4th Tuesday.  If your birthday is on the list for the month, your 1st drink is free after the meetings! 

Come down, be involved in YOUR lodge. 



 
 

Committee Chairs for 2009-2010 
 

 Audit & Accounting John Burns 
 
Community Activities<OPEN> 
 Blood Drives Tom McGeachen 
 Drug Awareness Wayne Varga 
 Special Children Steve Drake 
 
 ENF Donna, Sara & Leo Brunetti 
 
 House Steve Drake 
 Accident Prevention Bill Lawler 
 Bar Manager Joe Sokol, PER 
 Booking Manager Joe Sokol, PER 
 
 Lodge Activities Donna Vogt 
 Americanism Lisa Palmere 
 Breakfasts Luella Scott 
 Casino Night Pat O’Brien 
 Comedy Night Pat O’Brien 
 Convention Luella Scott 
 Derby Day Rich Lonsdorf 
 Fish Fry Steve Drake 
   & Bill Bowling, PER 
 Flag Day Glenn VanWhy 
   & Gerard DiGioia 
 Golf Tournament Dave Chmielewski, PER 
 Government Relations Bill Lawler 
 Elks Memorial Day Pat O’Brien 
 Newsletter Editor Pat O’Brien 
 Parade Luella Scott 
,  
 Shuffleboard Tourney Bret Kardos 
 Super Bowl Sunday Joe Sokol, PER 
 Valentines Dance Patti Higgins 
 Veterans’ Service Luella Scott 
 Visiting Joe Sokol, PER 
 Webmaster Rodger Lippman 
 
 Membership Luella Scott 
 Indoctrination Pat O’Brien 
 Investigation Leo Brunetti, PER 
 Recruitment <OPEN> 
 Retention/Lapsation Pat O’Brien 
 
 PER Association Joe Sokol, PER 
 
 Youth Activities <OPEN> 
 Hoop Shoot <OPEN> 
 Scholarship Terry Pycior 
 Soccer Shoot <OPEN> 
 Boy Scouts Tom Distelcamp 

South West District Meetings Calendar 
 

All Committees should make every effort to attend our District 
meetings that pertain to their committee.  If the Committee 
chairperson cannot make it, please arrange for someone from 
your committee to attend.  All meetings start at 7:30pm. 
 
 

  Feb.1 District Meetings at Mount Holly, Government Re-
lations, Public Relations, Scholarship. 
 Feb .1 District Meetings, National Foundation, Drug 
Awareness  
  Feb 8 District Meeting at Deptford, Special Children’s 
Committee. 
Feb. 8 District Meeting at New Egypt, Membership Reten-
tion. 
Feb. 19 Lodge Activities/Leading Knight Clinic at Hamilton 
 
 
Any questions, please contact ER Bob O’Brien at hights-
townelks@yahoo.com.  Committee chairs should try to car-
pool whenever possible to save time and gas. 

 

Richard Baumann, Donald Forer, Stuart Hagerty 
PER, Philip Alspach, Debra Warfield, Henry 
Seabridge, Jr., Robert Dore, Gary nehrbass, 
Nicholas Trimble, Michelle Rubino 



   SOUTHWEST DISTRICT RECURRING ACTIVITIES 
   

   Monday Deptford Monday thru Friday, Sandwich menu noon to closing, Happy Hour 3 to 6 pm 
 Bordentown 2nd & 4th Mondays, Shuffleboard league. 

 

Tuesday Deptford Pool League, 7:00 PM 
  Bordentown Bingo, every Tuesday.  7:15 PM  
  Hamilton Sandwich Menu 5 pm to 8:30 PM 
  Trenton Buffet, 5:30 pm to 7:30 PM $7.00 pp 

 

Wednesday Bordentown Dinner at the Lodge, $6.00 per person. 1st, 3rd, & 4th Wed. 
  Deptford Shuffleboard League 7:00 PM 
  Bordentown Movie Knight Dinner, $6.00 pp, 2nd Wed. each month  
  New Egypt Wing Night, Hot & spicy, sweet, 5PM 
    

Thursday Bordentown Country & Western Dance Lessons $6.00 per person.. 
Deptford English Darts, 7 PM, Every Elk is welcome 
Hightstown Game Night (cards, pool, darts etc..) and Comedy Tapes – 8pm to 11pm 
Trenton  Shuffleboard League 

 

Friday  Deptford DJ for your dancing and listening pleasure, 3rd Friday of month.  
  

Marlton  Every Friday is Game Night, Chef’s Special  
Edgewater.  First Friday monthly, Spaghetti Dinner 5 to 8 PM  $8.00 pp.  
Deptford Handicapped Dance – 3rd Friday each month 7:30 PM.  
Hightstown 2nd Friday, Trivia Night.  $3 pp, testing your store of useless info 

  Hamilton Dinner and Sandwich Menu 5 to 8:30 pm,  
  Mt. Holly Happy Hour 4 to 6 PM 
  New Egypt Buffet Night, Bring a friend (or spouse) 
 
Saturday Bordentown Karaoke, 2nd & 3rd Sat of each month, 9 PM until 1 AM 
  Deptford Hoagie Sale, last Saturday of each month, now until April. 
 

Sunday  Bordentown Breakfast, 3rd Sunday of month. 8:30 AM – 11:00 AM Benefit SCC 
  Marlton  Pancake Breakfast,  3rd Sunday 8:30 – Noon, “All you can eat” 
  Hamilton NASCAR races & Football games. Lounge open to Elks & guests 

      Deptford Sunday Football, Lounge open, for all to root for the Eagles.   
 

 
If you have news or pictures of our Lodge, or if you change your e-mail 
address, please let me know at QuilterPat44@ verizon.net.   I will try to the 
best of my ability to get a monthly newsletter out, however, the Secretary 
duties come first.  If anyone has a desire to take over the Newsletter Editor 
position, please let me know! 
 
Please send any news items for the newsletter no later than the 25th of 
each month. 

Pat O’Brien 
Newsletter Editor 



ELKS MEMORIAL SERVICES 
 
All families are entitled to a Viewing Service for a departed Elk.  To receive this 
service please have a family member or Funeral Director contact the Exalted Ruler for 
arrangements.  We will be honored to perform the service for our departed member.  

I will keep regular office hours every Tuesday evening from 8pm to 11pm.  If you 
have lost your membership card, or need information from the office, please come 
on down to the Lodge. 

If you need any membership applications, they are available at the Lodge and in 
the office.  Initiation fee is $60.00 and the dues will be prorated starting October 
1st to $30.00 until the end of the Elk year which is on March 31st. 

Yours in Elkdom,  Pat O’Brien, Lodge Secretary 

Please remember Bob Peterla’s daughter battling cancer and now heart problems,. James Varo is in a 

nursing home.  Joe Smith is finally home from the hospital and is recovering.  Prayers also for Leo Bru-
netti PER his mom is not doing well.  Lisa Palmere is recovering from gall bladder surgery.  Our prayers 
are needed also for member Glenn VanWhy who was diagnosed with non-Hodgkins lymphoma and is 
undergoing chemotherapy. 

ELKS NATIONAL FOUNDATION 
 

In January we will be starting up the District Biggest Heart challenge.  
When you come into the bar, please purchase a heart to help support the 
District ENF committee.  Big hearts are $5.00, small are $2.00, there will 
be a folder at the bar with the hearts inside for you to put your name on. 
 

Please contact the Committee if you wish to donate to ENF via the 10 year pledge.  You can 
donate $100.00 and pay over 10 years to satisfy your pledge.  It’s an easy and painless way to 
donate to ENF, and our Lodge has benefitted greatly from ENF for many years now. 
 

DRUG AWARENESS/PEER LEADERSHIP 
 
Elks Drug Awareness Poster Contest is open to 3rd,  4th and 5th  grade students. It must be submitted on 
poster paper no larger than 11" X 24". This year the theme is "I've Better Things To Do Than Drugs." 
The contest runs from July to July. 
 
The Drug Awareness Essay Contest is opened to 6th ,7th , and 8th  grade students. The essay text must be 
hand written or printed. It will not be typed or computer generated. The text will not be longer than 200 
words. The page or pages must measure 8 1/2' X 11". The dead line is April 2010. 
Please see the National and NJ Elk web sites for more info. 
 



UPCOMING LODGE EVENTS 
 

Be a part of your Lodge and come to the events listed below!! 
 

THE BAR IS OPEN!!!! 
 
Many of you members asked and we finally have regular bar hours with a bartender on duty 
on Monday and Friday nights!  The new bar floor looks fabulous, we’ve been busy cleaning 
and updating around the outside of the Lodge as well.  We still need to finish off the little de-
tails to make the bar installation complete. 
 
On Monday nights, we will be doing Monday Night Football for you sports fans and for every-
one else, the other TV will be available to watch anything else!  Also, every week there will be 
food available, the menu changes weekly.  We will try to have the menu advertised on the bul-
letin board outside and inside the Lodge as well as on our website.  Since Tuesday nights are 
generally reserved for meetings, the Lodge bar is open to members only, no non-Elk guests.  
Friday nights there will be different activities and drink specials to entice you to come on down 
and join your fellow Elks in having a great old time! 
 
We as members need to support our “home” by attending the events and patronizing the bar.  
Meet up with old friends, make new ones and bring your non-Elk friends on Monday and Fri-
day nights to show them how joining the Elks is a great thing to do!   

LODGE HOUSE COMMITTEE 
 
The House Committee met and set up a “must do” list and a “wish” list of things that need to 
be done around the Lodge.  Keep a look out for the list to be posted, if you have a skill that 
we can use, please help the Lodge out by coming down and helping out.  No help will be 
turned away.  Remember, this is YOUR lodge! 
 
You can also help by donating to defray the costs of the new bar...no amount is too small!  
This is YOUR lodge, help make it a wonderful place to be! 

LODGE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 
 

Don’t forget that every Lodge event (including fund raising) must be brought to the 
Lodge Activities Committee for discussion and the House Committee for approval of the date 
prior to scheduling even if it is a recurring event.  Make sure you allow enough time to 
come before the Committees which meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month at the Lodge.  
At that meeting, you will get paperwork that must be filled out so we are in compliance with 
our charitable reporting to Grand Lodge and to the government.  Also, you need to allow time 
if you need a cash advance which needs to be approved at a business meeting. 



UPCOMING EVENTS...continued 
 

THURSDAY NIGHTS “GAME NIGHT”— 8pm to 11pm 
Every Thursday come on down and visit with your friends, bring a prospective member and have fun!  
Each week there will be a different activity, cards, darts, shuffleboard and pool while the big screen is on 
with comedy tapes. 
 

DON SELADI BURGER NIGHT—Wednesday, February 3, 2010 
Come on down for the best burger you’ve ever had!  Chef Don will be cooking his superb burgers for our enjoy-
ment.  Single is $4.00, double is $5.00 comes with all the fixings and a side of fries. 
 

SUPER BOWL SUNDAY — February 7, 2010 
Our Annual Super Bowl Party, come on down and join your friends for a great time.  Lots of food, lots of 
fun.  Cost is $10.00 per person at the door. 
 

And for a super busy weekend at the Elks…. 
 

TRIVIA NIGHT — Friday, February 12th from 8pm to 11pm 
Bring the family and friends!  Test your sense-less knowledge against others and end of night pot.  Enjoy 
a grand social gathering.  (BYOS bring your own snacks).  Mark Higgns MC and Bob Valluzzo official 
Judges.  Entrance fee is $3.00 per person, you do not have to be an Elk to participate.  Name your team 
and test your knowledge.  First, second and third place take a share of the pot!  This is a recurring 
event, every second Friday of the month.   
 

VALENTINE’S DAY DANCE — February 13th, 2010 
Our Annual Valentine’s Bash!  Bring your sweetheart and dance the night away with the Modulators.  
Tickets are $15.00 in advance, $20.00 at the door.  
 

MONTHLY SUNDAY BREAKFAST-Sunday, February 14th from 8am to 12 noon 
Save the date!  Don’t let Mom cook...come on down and eat the best pancakes you’ve ever had.  Luella’s 
special Strawberry Supreme pancakes made-to-order, sausage, bacon, blueberry, chocolate chip pan-
cakes, fresh fruit, coffee, tea, orange juice and milk are also on the menu.  Also, don’t forget our fabu-
lous omelet station and eggs made to order.  Also, all active duty and veterans eat free!  Our Lodge 
would like to thank our military for protecting our freedom so come on down and let us thank you in per-
son.  Cost is $9.00 per person, children 10 and under are free.   
   

BAR GRAND RE-OPENING PARTY!!!  
 We’re planning a big launch party to “christen” the new bar.  Watch for a special postcard and keep an 
eye on our website.  
 

FUTURE EVENTS IN THE WORKS… 
 

Also coming up……. Murder Mystery Dinner Night, Texas Hold ‘Em and much more!!!! 
 

For more details, check our Lodge website at http://www.elks1955.org 



COMEDY NIGHT 
 
We had a phenomenal turnout with phenomenal talent on Saturday, January 23rd.  Comedy 
Blast Productions arranged the three comedians that we had on stage at our Lodge.  Ayanna 
Dookie, Marc Juretus and Mike Aronin kept the Lodge rocking with laughter all night long.  The 
show ended at 10:30pm but people stayed around, eating the great food and visiting with 
their friends until 2am!  We had a capacity crowd and everyone enjoyed themselves.  Look for 
this to be an annual event each January. 
 
I want to thank all those Elks (and non-Elks) who worked side by side with me to put on such 
a successful event.  The bar crew, Donna Vogt with help from Nicole Vogt and Jim Dailey, my 
daughters Sabrina and Meaghan who kept the drinks flowing to the tables during the show,  
Bill Lawler who helped me set up and break down the tables along with my sons Chris and 
Justin.  Luella Scott for the coffee and food setup and her help at the end with ____ in clean-
up.  Dave Oliva and his crew for helping put away tables.  Joe Sokol for pulling a fast one to 
make sure we had beer for the event.  If I missed anyone, I apologize...I couldn’t have done it 
without all of you. 
 
Till next year! 
 
Pat O’Brien—Comedy Night Chairperson 
 

 

VETERANS SERVICE 
 
Loyal Knight Luella Scott is the chairperson for this important committee.  She is actively fundraising so 
we can do activities for our veterans.  Future activities will include visiting our wounded and/or sick vet-
erans in VA hospitals, possible sponsoring a soldier/platoon.  More details will be coming soon.  If you 
wish to help out Luella in honoring and helping our vets, please come down to the fourth Tuesday of 
each month, which is when the different committees meet and offer your help! 
 

*** NOTICE **** 
 
In order to be in compliance with the statutes from Grand Lodge, which were changed in 2008, the fol-
lowing resolution was read on the floor of the Lodge.  We will be officially voting on this amendment to 
our by-laws at the January 19th meeting. 
 

Hightstown Lodge Resolution 2009-1 
 Whereas the By-Laws of Hightstown Lodge #1955 are currently not consistent with require-
ments for meeting frequency as established by the Statutes of the Order, and 
 Whereas it is the desire of the members of Hightstown Lodge #1955 to amend their By-Laws in 
order to bring them into compliance with the current Statutes of the Order, 
 Be it resolved that Article IV, Section 1 of the By-Laws of Hightstown Lodge #1955 of the Be-
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks which currently reads: 
 The regular meeting of this Lodge shall be held on the third Tuesday evening in each 
month throughout the year: 
 Be amended to read as follows: 
 The regular meeting of this Lodge shall be held on the first and third Tuesday eve-
nings in each month throughout the year except, July, August, and December.  In July and 
August, regular meetings will be held on the third Tuesday evening only.  In December, a 
regular meeting will be held on the first Tuesday evening only. 



�EW JERSEY STATE ELKS ASSOCIATIO� 

Wildwood 2010 T-Shirts 

 
 The Convention Committee Official Wildwood T-shirt for June 2010 

 is a tribute to two great leaders, giants among Elks. 

The idea behind the T-shirt program in the beginning twenty years ago was to pro-
vide a unifying symbol of pride for those in attendance at the NJ State Elks Wild-
wood reunion. In years past, 4000 shirts were proudly worn by those in attendance. 
Each shirt proclaimed the wearer a member of the NJ State Elks Association and 
identified the Lodge to which they belong. This past year, two of our highly re-
spected and beloved Grand Lodge Sponsors were called home by their Creator. Each 
lived their lives and led this Association by the words expressed in the Grand Lodge 
Mottos chosen to guide their respective years as National Leaders. Those words are 
as powerful today as they were in Hawaii and Philadelphia. 
 
Please join with us as we proclaim publicly that we cherish the memory and legacy 
of Past Grand Exalted Ruler Kenneth V. Cantoli and Past Grand Exalted Ruler Ar-
thur Mayer, Jr. Sample shirts will be distributed to your Lodge in October. If you 
don't see it displayed, please ask your Exalted Ruler why. Any questions can be ad-
dressed by your District Convention Representatives. Please help make this a banner 
year and proudly tell the world you are an Elk from New Jersey, your Lodge and you 
believe "Charity is the Cornerstone of Elkdom” and “Elks Make a Difference." 

 
See your Exalted Ruler for Details..  

Respectfully submitted….Thomas Zisa—NJ State Association President 

 



To remove your name from our mailing list, please email hightstownelks@yahoo.com, please put UNSUBSCRIBE  
NEWSLETTER in the subject.  All submissions are due no later than the 25th of each month, email them to 
hightstownelks@yahoo.com, subject Newsletter 

 
Hey Members!  Check out our Lodge website at www.elks1955.org 
 

Webmaster—Rodger Lippman 

ATTENTION:  

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Any Lodge events - Please take pictures or forward any 
advertising or public mention to our email hights-
townelks@yahoo.com. We will attempt 
to have the event get some State Rec-
ognition and credit for the Lodge for 
Public Relations.  We can also let the 
local newspapers know how we serve 
our community. 

REMINDER!!! 
 

If you do volunteer work on behalf of the Lodge (Committees, Scouting, fundraising) please 
submit your hours to the Lodge.  We keep track of them and submit them to the State.  Forms 
are available in the Secretary’s office. 
 
Also, if you are the last person out of the Lodge for the day/evening, you MUST check all the 
doors and windows are locked and lights are out.  The door between the Lodge Bar and the 
Lodge meeting room should be locked. 
 
When you are running an event, please make sure that the floor is swept and mopped after 
you are done.  Make sure you plan for this and have someone responsible for this job after 
your event. 


